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IMIa officer
in court
MICHAEL BETTANEY, an
MI5 officer, appecared in count
yeslerday for Lhe first Lime
since he was charged with
espionage a month ago. He was
remanded in custody for an-
other week by Horseferry Road
magistrates, writes  Richard
Norton-Taylor.

He is charged under Section
7 of the 1920 QOfficial Secrets
Act with committing, between
January and Seplember  this
year, ‘‘certain acts preparatory
to communicating to anolher
person for a purpose prejudi-
cial to the safety or interest of
the state. information calcu.
lated to be wuseful (1 an
enemy.”
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Lie tests
‘would
not stop
spies’

By Richard Norton-Taylor

The introduction of poly-
graphs — Jie detectors — into
ritain's security and intelli-
nce services will do little to
etect trained spies and could
even help to protect them, the
Society of Civil and Public Ser-
vants said yesterday. |

In a pamphlet distributed
at Government Communications
Headquarters (GCHQ) (n Chel-
lenhnm.l it challenges the
Security’ Commlssion’s  asser
tion earlier this ycar that lie
detector tests would have
either prevented or caught the
spy Geoffrey Prime.

Lawyers and psychiatrists
have attscked the polygraph as
unreliable, and American evi-
dence suggests that it wrongly
clears 1 ¢n 4 gullg subjects,
while wrongly accu: nf 50 per
cent of innocent peoole. Seven
. reports to the US Congress in
20 years have all concluded
that lie detectors can be intru-
sive, unjust and counter-pro-
ductive, the pamphlet says.

Psychiatrists say the lie de
tector is a particularly unsult-
able and unreliable instrument
for predlcuni future  be
haviour. Professor David
Uykken, a former adviser on
polygng\ tests 40 the US De.
fence Department, has sug

ested simple tricks might beal
ie detectors, such as pressing
the foot against a pin.

Dr Gislt Gudjonsson, of the
Institute of Psychiatry In Lon-
don, has said that the maln
problem is that lie detector’
tests classify many truthful
people as deceptive. |

In its report on Geoffrey
Prime, the gaoled former
GCHQ employee who admitted
passing information to Russia,
the Security Commission pro-
posed introducing the poly-
graph in a limited way.
Security officials have been to
+ Washington for CIA training
in polygraph use

The initiative followed
ystrong Pressure from the US
Nationa Security Agency,i
which has # liaison pact vkh!

CHQ.

GCHQ staff have so far re-,
fused to use them and, in an
attempt 1o avoid a serious.in-
dustrial relations  dispute,
senior officials there offered to
take the tests voluntarily fol-
lowing the recent early relire
ment of the GCHQ dlrector,
Sir Brian Tovey, who was one
of those unhappy about the
polygraph.

Mr Campbell Christie, SCPS
deputy general secretary
argued yesterday that there
would be a temptation to an
individual who passed s poly-
graph test as a 100 per cent |
safe, making the polygraph
“the spy's ticket to a Civil
Service career.”

The Natlonal Council for
Civil Liberties yesterday
warned against polygraph use
and pointed to the British
Medical Association’s _opposl-
tion to the other Security
Commission proposal—that vet-
ting for sensitive posts should
include checking medical files,
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‘Sby charge man-

in court -
MICHAEL: Bettaney, the MI5

at. Horseferry Road; agis-.’
, trates’ Court yesterday, .a- week
earlier. than planned, I,
His name’. Was not on the
court lists, and he was not dye
to appear in court until Octo.
ber 17, -His''name wag due to
be: :listed today for . 5 for-.,
maﬂ.tweekly";remand to be.
dealt with-in. his absence:
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" up for Amcncan pressure on the
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US demand for mtroductmn
of lie-detectors blamed

nBy Paul Routl&dge, Labom: Editor,

Civil Servloe. union leaders continved; 't Tox oﬁ‘zf\. thcm Slr Rabert.
- last mght branded .the, Gove: £1,000 must suggest that it 1s im hcano

out, ofl unpatri de g
union members P : ai‘% ' :

“Judas money” and predicted ous downright lie. Trade union Mr Sheldon saxd “This is a
that it would ,be rejected” by, members are just as pauiotic , coyersup, The real reason fom.
3,000 mem : and loyal as ‘any other Tivil’ me ‘announcdment. is that thoy

00300020013-4
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They saxd that the Forexgn servaﬂts
and the official version a cover-.

Cabinet to break union resist-.

Umon leaders, gp*
the Cabinet. -office
afternoon, to- be. told of the -

haviny: poten thein
tmintrodncafme *polygraph, to
which we are opposed on: "the
grounds " of interference .- with
civil liberties. It is -the: USA:

led to 9
esterday !

Foreign Office move, '
ance to the introdiiction: of lie- SEﬂ'I " putting the pressure on the
detectors into sensitive defence, | The: head of the cml e, Government :about its security
installations. - system.” o Y
The Council of ClVl] Servxce MrAlastair. Graham,

Unions is demandmg an early
meeting with Mrs Thatchet in
her ‘role” as heéad of the Civil.
Service. to try.to dissuade the’
Government from going aliead |,
with de-rccogmuon of thc five |
unio

The TUC will be brought into!
the dispute today. .

Mr John Sheldon genera;v .
secretary of the Civil Service' 1<
Union. which has  the fargest | (% -
number of GCHQ members,. 1 (0
described the ex-gratia payment AT
offered by Sir Geoffrey as “an . p
offensive bribe”. “They already | Tz
have the loyalty of these peaple..
It was proved in 1981, when | ™7
despxtc -the pay . “dispute glli« Loih
secumy work ‘at Chchcnham f e

o f th mgeu'wmu-"
* 7 Y secretary of the
hall union, the Civil and Public:
. Services Association, nud., “L
" would have expected: this:from
* General' Jaruzelski: in Pph.nd.
: but notfrom a:Prime:Minister.
of a democratic state.-l.do n
'} believe. -that. people’s, cml

- trade . unjon hbemes:

bought for£1,000,”

The um&x: kbelwmw tlmﬂ

ministers n access;
- enjoyed - -by:;, full-time . \mmn!
' officials to theis;, memm o
GCHQ is, a potenull socurity
- | hazard as they,are not pésxﬁ%ly ,
1. vetted. ‘But, nearly, thres .

t 1
ﬁ‘a‘:’.‘é‘%‘:’ %’:nd i
denad ¢onﬂnnednll pege, ool T

GCHQ union ban blamed
on pressure from US

Continued from page 1

Nato allies were unhappy that a
national one-day stoppage and
further industrial sanctions at
Cheltenham and the tracking
station at Bude in Cornwall
would damage strategic cover of
signals traffic and hamper the
surveillance of Soviet warships.

In their announcement on
March 8, 1981, the unions said:
“There will be a range of

selective and disruptive action.

which will affect Britain’s secret
communications  surveillance
network. There will be both
national and international re-
percussions.”

Mr Len Murray, general
secretary of the TUC, is to meet
leaders of the civil service
unions this morning. Last night,
he said:
Foreign Secretary, made with-
out * consultation- or “advance'
notice to unions whatsoever, is

Approved For Release 2005/08/03

“This decision by the -

. an appalling and unacceptable

denial of basic rights..

“Civil servants, - whatever
their work, deserve and require
the protection of the union and
proper union representation
just as much as other workers.

“It is grossly offensive for the
Foreign Secretary to imply that
the fact of trade union member-
ship poses any :threat to
national security. If there are or
may be problems of any sort the
Foreign ‘Secretary should spell
out what they-are and discuss
them with unions concerned,
not jump to the most extreme !
measure possible,

“The offer of a tame, state-
controlled union, backed up by’
£1,000 bribes, is no alternative
10 the right: of genume mdc
union . membership
The Government has set a
deadline of March 1 for GCHQ
emplvm'wm map
gratia payments, - i
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;‘"‘"Int"elligence efforts
o ere x imperilled

P tration that ministers intervene
to restoreths flow.
Undet 8. setret - 1946 treaty, -
.and the United States-
parcel out . the" aworid -

S e ').M Hennessy
P8 l.oben ‘Sec- sny other presemt  security
‘of .the. inet,. admitted  worries. The decision, stemmed
that the five-month solely from 1he mauncm of
vil @ervice dispute in 1981 the 198) the
o i Britain's Govemmem s m-mmnion
A 3 He was that the viual raw material of
i 3 ) min; in the British intelligence shall not be
 Office the general joo rdized again.
of ‘Whitehall unions. he agency employs 10,000 °
Gwmmun has never wople at  Chelienham and
mm ment‘ufme around the war!4, some 60 per
by the cent of whom belos:s 1o unions.
- It now seems that the Cabinet
‘Mlnlm s been such a
Som the Reagan Adm""" move for three years. It was

decided to wait until the 1983
election was past as it was “'such
a bx; mp to take™.

lﬁemuth of Prime,

1

llthe purposes - of

and clectronic
{1 Its constant supply
)
m‘ld:f inwntions of the-Soviet
Usioa and .the.Wanaw pm

E

ational locui'lty- Agon. -
L the U! uivalent of the

musications : on phs held at
'Festivnlyfl.nll in London on
. December 6. The Society of

theu are repors
that MIS bas uncovered a smal!
Militant  Tende: call at
Cheltenham. It is said to consist
of about six peopie who belong
1o the Civil and Public Services
‘Association and the Society of
Civil and Public Servant.

MIS have alse mounted »
)echl invemuuon imo the

the

Givit and Public  Servants.
which organized it, has invited
lhdm¥ anti-pol auth-
omx rom the ted States,

David Lykken, &

LTI AN
ispute, . Washington®
A incensiéd whea

was i ‘when & walkout of
techniclans” ciosed the station
on lsland, the West's

feeding its
data to the immensely socret
anmnl Rceonnluumx Ofﬁee
in

a8 -the ite m“s‘:a
Organizsties. iy
poqied and anglysed ;%mdy.

ngton.
- Sporadio dl-\lpﬂan oorln;:

from the Univer-
lity of Minnesota 10 the
conference.

gnals: | Sir Robernt Armstrong tried

earlier this month to defuse

- union hostility tn he-dcleclon

which are to
Cheltenham on an ex ntal
basis from April 1. In a letter
dated January 9 to the Council
of Civil Unions, he wrote:
“There is no decision to
from that to & scheme
or the definitive introduction
of the polygraph in security
screening.  That  decision re-
mains entirely open, and will be
for consideration when we arc
in a position 10 assess and
analyse the results of the pilot
study.”
A union source said last night
10 the

al

tinued ‘for flve
affected  routine  intelligence
gathering from Scarbourough
vlncn lmem in to the North

ww:), 10 the UK

:iovlng in rus and
Wan, tfe Hongkong

ug) ‘exercise,
Wlnwx 'y “which ' Nato

nations lluwhwd the transition
10 war with the Warsaw Pact

Last year the very special
lmzll mhuonshnp of |he

would have been likely to
crumble eventually at Chelien-
ham if the Government had
stood firm. With the loss of
union recognition, he added,
resistance to lie-detcetors would
be redoubled.

GCHQ is the successor
organization 10 the Govem-
meﬁc‘ae and Cypber School

hud been estimated in

the Se¢ond World War shor-
tencd the conflict by some 18
hs by ing the most

ﬁth e’ amvicﬂon of the
GCHQ_Hnguist, Geof-

§

frey. Prhu. for
MRuesia, - »?W’oumlusmm

secret codes and cyphers of the
German, lislian snd Japancse
armed forces.

have.;

At tln insistence  of the been concentrated on the Soviet
Rnpn Administration, the Union and its sattellites, al-
tish Cabinet was fotwd 10 though other nations such as
.m lh: of fle- A which is a prime
polygraphs, 10 target of the Ascension Isiand

mambers of the ‘security aid station because of the Falk-

?

imiiigence ajsbties. The Clvil lands, constantly waiched. It
Service guou on civil’ focuses mainly on military and
llhmﬂn matic traffic, but since the

c; d:plo
m uur mm.m-mﬁ

u:m ywed polygraphs eﬂ'on w0 _glean ecomomic
to Be highly untetiable.’ ial information. .
At's with the unions _The unionization of GCHQ
dl!”t!k Armstrong hnﬂoodouumlefor
insissed that the Government one insider sa Y,
wousd shead with' the’ MlS and the Seaa lmelhgenee
?&dl_pﬂ_ﬂm Servics; M6, are strictly non-
‘Cheltenkiain. asthe union. Other pans of the
mionte of the record: intelligence  community  do
“Hs too would'aot the use contain unien meémbers, how-
Cbmm

‘prtractive. But ever, who would be affectod if
istion the Cabinet's ban was extended
-on the Prime

C to all security and intslligence
: ‘n_nmm'

bt I These include civilian mem-
Defence

% s lnwmm

mmeo'l.m-nwcuo

pul'lmnt. net’ John Wnlbb former

unproved, member of GCHQ, who took

tion om reaching the

hnq_lndb ndrm;mofwhl 1979, to an
are

Minis-

the mﬁ" of Lovd. le:lhovdzyf
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1981 le Service dispute

~-‘Intelhgence efforts
we.revlmperllled

Dyl’uter Hennessy
;Sn Robert Sec- any other present  security
_retary ‘of .the n mitted worries. The decision, stemmed
yenerday that the ﬁvc-momh solely from the assessment of
C|v1I aemce dispute in 198t the 1981 - damage and the
pesilled Britain's Government's  determination
inwu eﬂ‘oru. He was that the vital raw material of
kt; t' & moeting in the British mtelll;ence shall not be
et Office ‘with the general  jeopordized again.
ries of Whitehall unions. ., The agency émploys 10000
\Thc Government has never wople at .Cheltenham and
pu hed: ity sxsesament of the. atound the warls, some 60 per
damdge infli¢ied by the'dispute cent of whom belosg to unions.
-three ycars ago. However.itled . it now seems that \hc Cabinct
1o instant and i has such a
|, from the "Reagan Adminis- move for three years. It was
[ tration that ministers intervene decided to wait until the 1983
to restore-tha intelligence flow. election was past as it was “such
Undex'.a: socret " 1946 treatyi " a'big step to take".
Britain .and the Unitod States- 15 the afiermath of Prime,
parceD out. the: worid between - there are -unconfirmed reports
them -for:the purposes- of that MIS has uncovered a small
gathering signals and clecitonio. Militant  Tendency cell  at
intelligence. Its supply« Cheltenham. It is said to consist
is deemed wital for the monitor- of about six people who belong
int of thocmilitary and diplo-s 1o the Civil and Public Services
matic intentions .of the:Soviet ‘Association and the Society of
Uﬂkm l-ﬂddhﬂ Wnnaw pact. Civil and Public Servant.
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: . MIS have -also mounted a
n:;""lﬂﬂhll sccurity Aun-. ;_pechl Inmtiymon into the
;ammcnb mmunmuom on poly ph, held at the

Headquarters (GCHO)-in Chel-: Festival ﬂ.ll in London on
tenham, which is to-be de-unio-. December 6. The Society of
nized, funds a substantial Civil and Public Servants.
mg:mon of ;the ‘British effort ihich orummd it, has invited
is. expensive, capital inten- Iea(hn¥ anti-polygraph _auth-
ve, branch :of espionage. It prity from the United States,
prowdn -dvnwed;oqmpmml Professor David Lykken, a
and L - for . psychologist from the Univer-
Cheltenham's """m""d‘ net- pity of Minnesota to, the
work of listening: posts, known.; conference.
as wthe Composite . Signals; i Sir Robert Armstrong tricd
O he, produ 48, earlier this month to defuse
pogled and analysed jointly. " - union hostility to fie-detectors
“On-Mdrch *9::1981, the first - Which are 1o :be used at
day of the dupnta. Washington- Cheltenham on an experimental
was inceng¥d when a walkout of basis from April L In a letter
techniclans” closed thé station dated January 9 to the Council
on Ascension Island, the West's, of Civil Unions, he wrote:
listening  post in the Souths ! +“There is no decision to
Atlantic, and ‘the 1tracking proceed from that to a scheme
station 'at Bude in’: Cornwall. for the definitive introduction
Bude ' monitors ‘the -path .-of of the polygraph in_security
Solvet spy satellites as'they pass® Screening. That decision re-
over the eastern Atlantic and Mmains entirely open, and will be
Western' Europe, - feeditig " its for consideration when we are
data’ to the ‘immenscly secret in a position to assess ‘and
National Reconngissance Office analyse the results of the pilot

in Washington, i 00 study.”
vSporadio -disruption. con-. A unlon sourcc sald last night
tinued ‘for five hs.i~ It that

?olnmph
affected . routine  intclligence Wwould have becn kely to
gathering from - Scarbourough crumble eventually ai Chelten-
{which listens in to the North, ham if the Government had

and the Baltic); to the UK stood firm. With the loss of
Sovereign Basc in Cyprus and umon recognmon he added,

Lmle SII Wan‘ the Hongko (o1 s would
Wlnlex ’81 ;' 4n  which  Nato GCHQ is the successor
nations simulated the transition organization 10 the Govemn-

to war with the Warsaw Pact ment Cgde and Cypher School
.was alsoaffected. which it had been estimated in

Last year the very special the ‘Second World War shor-
lmclhgencc relationship of the tencd the conflict by some 18
last 38 years was also straincd months by pencirating the most
with the' conviction of the secret codes and cyphers of the
former GCHQ liﬂgum Geof- German, lalian and Japancse

frey, . ane for s ym; for armed forces.
l-Rustia’ SR AG1 ¢ Since.: 1945 - its .efforts “have:,
A( tha “insistence of the been concentrated on the Soviet

Rcagzm Administration,
British' Cabinet wag oreed
approve the ap ﬂe-
detéctors, or polymphs. to’
members of the -security and
intelligence’ agenties. The Civil
Serviee unfons objected on civil’
bertdriin ' #nd-" efficlenc)
mhnds. arguing ** that U
ﬁnenw showed polmphs'

¢ Union and its sauellites, al-
though other nations such as
i which is a prime
target of the Ascension Island
station -because of the Falk-
lands, constantly waiched. It
focuses mainly on military and
_ diplomatic traffic, but since the
‘19708 there has been.a growin, 3
cn‘on 0 glean economic an
ial information. -
The unionization of GCHQ
' *has stood.out a mile for years”,
one insider said yesterday, as
MIS and-the Secret Inteiligence
Service,, M16; are strictly non-
union, Othcr pants of the
intelligence eommumty do
contain_union 'members, how-
ever, who would be affected if
the Cabinet's ban was extended
10.all lecumy and- intelligence
Brea.

At a meeun g with thé unions
dn me 8, Sir Robert r
insisted’ that' the Goverirment,
would presg -ahead with® the’
introduction’ of a pilot schene’
at Cheltenhiai. However, as’ the
minutgs of the meetin, 3
“;l& too vlwould :ot fin i“/he gsc
of the polygraph’sttractive. But

*-Securd ’Cummusion
(whlch reported-on’' the Prime
] said it was the one thm

! ml‘h\ “have dm “These include civilian mem-
Pnrne * bers of the 900-strong Defence
security * setvi ms Intcll;pnce\suﬂ‘ in the Minis--

h-rbeen very:cuve it Chelten” try of Defence
haro_sinte the uncévering ‘of | - The case of Licutenant-Colo-
Primié 1nv=luutlnz perslnen(, ne‘l John 'Waite, a former
although | ved, member of GCHQ, who took

‘As unpro
suspicibny that I\e had not acted
,slone. There "have been indi-

his’ demotion on reaching the
mmng age of 60 int 1979, to an

'tuuom recantly that ‘fears are

industrial tribunal has seriously

but it was

uphel

from

,‘;rowln' sthat another official concemcd the . Cheltenham
,iwas involved and several 'managénient. He won his.case
lindividuals - ave been Junder at . the_ tribunal,

!scrutiny.’ < qua:hcd in thc Coun of Ap

! Whiteh sources i last year, a Jx
i strongly” S?c' ¥y t,hu the 'the House of Lord, Rcmoval of
! Foreign " Secre ] movc to OCH pcrsdnncl

removg \

! recognition
with the afiermath of. ane or
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Cabmel s dccmon to bar unions




